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Berlin 


The  Japanese  Ambassador  who  came  to  see  me  on  another  matter  today, 
mentioned  that  he  had  had  an  active  exohenge  of  telegrams  reoently  with 
his  foreign  minister.  He  had  tried  to  induce  him  to  determine  the  center 
of  gravity  of  further  Japanese  polioy  and  to  deoide  between  South  and  North, 
for  a  dispersal  of  Japanese  foroes  was  impossible.  In  principle  UATSOOKA 
has  agreed  that  OSHIUA  was  right  without,  however,  expressing  himself 
oonoretely. 

I  then  asked  the  Ambassador  how  things  now  stood  with  Indo-China. 

OSHIUA  replied  that  in  faot  the  occupation  of  cortain  positions  in  Southern 
Indo-China  as  a  base  for  aircraft  and  warships  was  an  urgent  Japanese  need. 
Whether  one  should  previously  inform  the  French  Government  or  merely  sound 
it  out  was  another  question.  OSHIUA  did  not  consider  the  move  toward  South 
Indo-China  imminent.  He  named  no  term  and  thought  that  Tokyo  would  prob¬ 
ably  wait  for  a  good  opportunity.  (The  term  of  17  July  mentioned  in  wire 
report  No.'  1181  from  Tokyo  does  not  seem  to  be  known  to  OSHIUA.) 

OSHIUA  gave,  it  is  true,  a  few  opinions  on  the  further  development  of 
Japanese -American  relations;  he  was,  however,  evidently  poorly  or  not  at  all 
informed  from  home.  He  sought  rather  to  gather  some  ne*s  from  me.  I  then 
told  him  that  there  was  up  to  now  an  only  partially  decoded  report  from 
Ambassador  OTT  which  appeared  to  me  to  indicate  that  Tokyo  had  in  the  mean¬ 
time  reoeived  news  from  Washington.  Without  oomplete  particulars  I  could 
not  explain  further.  On  the  other  hand,  it  had  struok  me  personally  with 
what  naivete  and  impudence  the  Americans  had  now  established  themselves  in 
Ioeland.  Did  OSHIUA  assume  that  the  Americans  considered  their  rear  in  the 
Pacifio  Ocean  as  secure  as  the  Ioeland  case  would  really  lead  one  to  believe. 
OSHIUA  answered  that  only  /by  saying/  that  his  own  views  on  how  America  was 
to  be  handled  were  known  to  us.  He  had  again  advised  UATSUOKA  reoently 
simply  to  break  off  the  conversation  with  Washington. 

(I  do  not  believe  that  OSHIUA  is  a.vare  that  an  answer  from  Washington  is  in 
Tokyo,  a  faot  whioh  came  to  our  knowledge  first  from  a  certain  source  through 
the  Italian  Ambassador  in  Tokyo.) 


With  this 


to  the  German  Foreign  Minister 


WEIZSACKER 


/Frame  Nos.  147714-15/ 


AFFIDAVIT 


1 1  W.  P.  Cumming,  being  first  duly  sworn  on  oath,  depose  and  sayj 

1.  That  I  am  an  Attache  of  the  United  States  Department  of 
State  on  the  Staff  of  the  United  States  Political  Adviser  on 
German  Affairs,  and  as  such  I  am  a  representative  of  the  Office 
of  Military  Government  for  Germany  (U.S.).  That  in  my  capacity 
as  above  set  forth,  I  have  in  my  possession,  custody,  and  con¬ 
trol  at  the  Berlin  Documents  Center.  Berlin,  Germany,  the 
original  captured  German  Foreign  Office  files  and  archives. 

2.  That  said  original  Foreign  Office  files  and  archives 
were  captured  and  obtained  by  military  forces  under  the  command 
of  the  Supreme  Commander,  Allied  Expeditionary  Forces,  and  upon 
their  seizure  and  capture  were  first  assembled  by  said  military 
forces  at  a  Military  Document  Center  at  Marburg,  Germany,  and 
were  later  moved  by  authorized  personnel  of  said  Allied  forces 
to  said  central  documents  center,  above  referred  to,  and  known 
as  the  Berlin  Documents  Center. 

3.  That  I  was  assigned  to  said  document  center  at  Marburg, 
Germany,  on  August  lj.  194-5;  and  said  captured  German  Foreign 
Office  files  and  archives  first  came  into  my  possession  and 
control  while  I  was  stationed  at  Marburg,  Germany,  and  that 
thereafter  the  same  have  continued  in  my  possession  and  custody 
and  under  my  control. 

4.  That  the  document  to  which  this  affidavit  is  attached 
is  a  true  and  correct  photostatic  copy  of  an  original  German 
Foreign  Office  document  which  was  captured  from  said  German 
Foreign  Office  files  and  archives,  and  which  came  into  my 
possession  and  custody  and  under  my  control  in  the  manner  above 
set  forth. 

5.  That  said  original  document,  of  which  the  attached  is  a 
photostatic  copy,  is  being  held  and  retained  by  me  in  order  that 
it  may  be  examined  and  inspected  by  various  interested  agencies, 
and  a  photostatic  copy  of  said  original  is  hereby  furnished  and 
certified  to  because  of  the  unavailability  of  said  original  for 
the  reasons  ^bovc  set  forth. 


/s/  VV.  P.  Cumming _ 

W.  P.  CUiaiNG 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  23rd  day  of  April  1946. 

/s/  G.  H.  Garde _ 

G.  K.  GARDE 
Lt.  Colonel.  AGD 
Acting  Adjutant  General 

Office  of  Military 

,  Government  for  Germany  (U.S.) 
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Telegram  (Socrot  Ciphor  Proceed) 

Tokyo,  20  January  1941  9.40  S 
Arrival j  20  January  1941  2235  hour 3 

No.  85  of  20  January 

Telegram  of  31st,  No.  1456  with  Pol.  VIII 

.  .  .  Tnf  V*co  Foroi£n  Minister  informod  mo  Juat  now  that  the  British 
minister  in  Bangko*:  ma.do  tho  following  proposal  for  mediation  to  the 
govornmant  of  Siam  on  17  January,  at  tho  instigation  of  DoOaullo 
supporters  in  Indo- China1 


1). 

3). 


Caseation  of  ho3tilitios. 

Indo  China  hand 3  ovor  the  territories  Luang,  Praheng  and 
PakJO  to  Siam.  In  return  for  which  Siam  cedes  to  Indo-China 
a  numbor  of  islands  in  the  Mok'ong  River  as  well  as  a  further 
narrow  strip  of  territory  through  which  tho  imoresBion  of 
an  oxchange  of  territories  is  created  to  save  Indo-China’ s 
fpco. 

The  Vico  Foreign  Minister  stated  that  tho  Japenese  Government  is 
determined  not  to  put  up  with  a  British  success  in  this  important  area 
0  ho  renter  .oast  Asian  Sphoro.  For  this  reason  the  government  today 
again  proposed  to  Bangkok,  Vichy  and  tho  Governor  General  of  Indo-China 
mediation  along  the  following  basis: 

1) .  Immediate  cessation  of  hostilities. 

2) .  Acceptenco  of  Japanoso  mediation. 

3) .  Ceding  tho  torritorioo  Luang,  Prabang  and  Pakso  to  Siam 

V'ithout  any  reciprocity. 

..  T^8  *'orei§n  Ministor  added  that  Japan  was  ready  to  guarantee 

the  final  settlement  of  the  border  disputes.  The  Vice  Foroign  Minister 
montionod  in  the  further  courso  of  .the  conversation  that  the  French 
Governmor.t  had  recognized  Japan’s  leadership  in  the  Far  East  through  a 
statement,  by  the  French  Amoasepdor  hero  in  August  of  last  yoar.  Eence 

°°en  pointod  out  to  tho  Vichy  government  that  hereafter  also  the 
British  mediation  proposal  v-ae  out  of  the  question.  The  French  Ambassador 
horo  and  tho  chairman  of  tho  French  Economic  Commission,  Robin,  had 
recognised  Jaoan's  move  po  justified  and  promised  to  influence  Vichy 
and  tho  Governor  General  in  this  oonso  by  telegraph. 

Tho  Vice  Foroign  Ministor  askod  mo  to  wiro  the  circumst3ncoo  to 
the  Gonap.n  government,  requesting  influonce  on  tho  Vichy  government, 
at  which  ho  again  stressed  tho  great  importance  of  this  taattor  for 
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Japan* s  leaderahlp  in  tho  Ear  East.  When  ho  asked  whether  he  should 
dirrct  tho  same  roquont  to  the  Italian  Ambassador,  I  agreed  that  tho 
n  j-cvi  rrmunt  r.ct.'fioo  Homo  and  should  invito  thorn  to  oooperato 
if  Borlin  thinkB  this  advisable. 

I  havo  the  impreseion  that  tho  Japanese  govornmont  tries  to 
ptsss  their  demands  with  a  threatening  attitude,  hut  thet  thoy  will 
only  in  tho  last  resort  resolvo  upon  tho  attack  of  Saigon,  which 
has  boon  discussed  in  Kar"  circles,  in  ordor  not  to  jeopardize  the 
economic  negotiations  vt*h  r:ido-CIiina  which  have  progressed  unorpect- 
odly  well  thus  far,  and  in  ordor  not  to  provide  Aoorica  with  a  pretext 
for  intervention. 
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I,  Ulrich  Strauu,  hereby  certify  that  I  an  thoroughly 
conversant  t  ith  ths  Gernan  and  English  languages,  and  as  a 
result  of  the  comparison  betweon  the  Gernan  and  the  English 
texts.  I  have  established  that  this  is  a  true  end  correct  trans- 
lation  of  International  Prosecution  Document  Vo.  4025  £  (4). 


/•  /  Ulrich  A.  Strc.us_ 
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Tho  Japanese  Ambassador  who  callcd/mo  today  for  another 
reason,  mentioned  that  he  has  recently  had  a  lively  exchange 
of  telegrams  wit*'  his  Foreign  Minister.-.  Fe  had  tried  to  cause 
him  to  fix  the  center  of  gravity  of  future  Japanese  policy, 
and  to  making  his  choice  do  tween  North  and  South,  since  a 
scattering  of  Japan’s  force:,  ./as  impractical.  MATSUOKA  had 
agreed  v/ith  OSr’TJIA  in  principle  without  naturally  giving  a 
concrete  answer. 

I  then  asked  t*c  Ambassador  ho*  matters  stood  ot. present 
with  Indo-Chinn.  OSFILIA  replied  that  actually  the  occupation 
of  certain  positions  in  South  Indo-China  as  bases  for  warships 
and  planes  is  indeed  a  pressing  need  for  Japan.  It  was  another 
quostion  as  to  whether  tho  French  Government  snould  bo  pre¬ 
viously  notified  or  merely  sounded  out*  OSFIMA  did  not  think 
the  action  against  South  Indc-China  imrinent.  He  named  no 
definite  time,  to  me  and  believed  Tok/o  would  probably  await  a 
good  opportunity.  (OSFIiaA  docs  not  seem  to  know  of  the  17 
July  date  mentioned  in  Telegram  1181  from  Tokyo). 

OSFIMA  held  forth  on  the  further  development  of  Japencse- 
Amcrican  relations  but  ho  was  obviously  cither  badly  informed 
by  Tokyo  or  completely  uninformed.  Rather  he  wanted  to  hear 
something  new  from  me*  Concerning  this  I  told  him  we  were  in 
receipt  of  a  report  from  Arctassiiccr  Ott,  only  partly  docodcd 
thus  far,  which  seemed  to  say  that  Tokyo  did  in  the  meantime 
receive  news  from  Washington.  I  coala  not  talk  about  this 
without  having  complete  particulars-  On  the  other  hand,  I  had 
personally  noticed  t^c  ease  and  imperturbability  of  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  while  settling  devm  in  Iceland.  Did  OSFIMA  suppose  that 
the  Americans  fcJ t  r.'rol  ?  rear  in  the  Facif'ie  to  be  as  socuro 
as  tho  Iceland  case  actually  indicated?  OSFIMA  replied  to  this 
that  we  were,  of  course,  aware  cf  his  own  opinion  as  to  how 
America  should  be  dealt  with.  Again  recently  he  had  advised 
MATSUOKA  to  call  oft  the  conversations  with  Washington  without 
ceremony.  (I  do  nor  believe  that  OSFIMA  is  aware  of  tho  fact 
that  Tokyo  is  in  possession  of  an  answer  from  Washington;  as 
this  was  reported  us  by  the  v/cll  known  sourco  through  tho 
Italian  Ambassador  in  Tokyo. 

Ferowith  to  the  Gorman  Foreign  Minister. 


/s/  WEIZSAECKER 
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Item  16. 


Telegram  (Secret  Cipher  Process) 
Bangkok,  1  September  1941  1200  hours 
Arrival*  2  September  1941  140  hours 


Bangkok,  No,  271  of  1  September  1941 

Since  direct  telegraphic  connection  with  Berlin  is  not  yet 
possible,  I  am  sending  the  following  telegram  from  Saigon  via 
Bangkok! 

SAIGON,  No.  1  of  25  August  1941. 

When  passing  through  Hanoi,  where  I  was  received  by  the 
French  authorities  with  the  some  emphasis  on  correctness  as 
at  Saigon.  I  had  a  talk  of  about  one  hour  wit'1  Admiral  Dccoux 
on  the  situation  of  Indo-China. 

Opening  the  conversation,  the  Governor  General  remarked 
that  re  was  a  convinced  partisan  of  Franco-German  cooperation, 
which  he  repeated  several  times  during  the  conversation,  where¬ 
upon  ho  made  a  survey  of  events  in  Indo-China  from  September 
of  last  year  up  to  da to  without  saying  anything  essentially 
new.  Pc  stressed  that  the  inner  situation  of  Indo-China  does 
not  warrant  apprehension  and  that  his  negotiations  with  tve 
British  authorities  in  Hongkong  and  Singapore,  wvich  had  been 
necessary  because  the  colony  needed  certain  Imports  were  pro¬ 
gressing  smoothly.  The  difficulties  now  faced  by  Indo-China 
arc  entirely  caused  by  the  Japanese;  he  accused  them  of  dis¬ 
honesty  and  principally  accused  them  of  having  incited  Slam 
against  Indo-China,  Japanese  infiltration  into  South  Indo- 
China  has  been  carefully  prepared  since  January  of  this  year 
by  ever  increasing  demands.  The  ultimatum,  however,  came  as 
a  surprise  to  him.  The  reasons  given  by  the  Japanese  for  the 
occupation  of  Cochin-China  and  Kembodje  arc  not  sound,  since 
there  was  no  De-Gaullist  movement  in  Saigon,  nor  had  there  been 
indications  that  England  vented  to  beat  Japan  to  the  punch. 

In  contrast  to  the  Japanese  occupation  of  Tongking,  that  of 
South  Indo-China  had  been  carried  out  without  friction  thus 
far;  however,  the  demands  of  the  Japanese  army  wero  extremely 
broad,  Po  was  not  clear  on  the  rceJ  objective  of  the  Japanese 
push  towards  the  South  but  doults  ir.  attack  on  Bangkok  and 
gives  no  credence  at  all  to  a  tapancse  attack  on  Singapore, 
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Concluding,  the  Governor  General  expressed  the  hope  that 
Franco-German  cooperation  mey  save  Indochina  from  being  ab¬ 
sorbed  by  Japan  and  that  the  colony  be  preserved  for  Europo, 

There  are  various  Judgments  concerning  the  Governor  Gen¬ 
eral  among  French  circles  here.  The  Vichyites  blame  him  for 
a  lukewarm  attitude  towards  the  Dc  Gaulle  movement  as  woll  as 
for  Anglo-phobc  tendencies.  There  is  a  general  complaint  on 
the  lack  of  energy  and  initiative  on  t*c  part  of  the  adminis¬ 
tration,  accepting  without  contradiction  Japaneso  demand^  even 
if  unjustified  and  exaggerated}  unfounded  optimism  and  embel¬ 
lishment. 


Ao  say  that  there  is  no  Dc-G?ullist  movcient  in  Saigon  is 
at  variance  with  the  facts.  Admiral  Berenger  and  othor  well 
informed  Frenchmen  have  assured  me  that  in  December  of  last 
year  and  in  May  of  this  year,  there  was  serious  danger  of  a 
British  inspired  coup  d'etat  at  Saigon.  Eac*  time  the  Governor 
General  had  been  informed  in  time  about  it  but  had  reacted  only 
at  the  last  minuto.  The  Japanese  had  accurate  information  from 
French  and  Italian  sources  hove.  I  am  in  possession  of  a  list 
of  leading  De-Geullists  (names  of  confidents). 

the 

Furthermore,  the  Viohyitop  find  fault  with/Governor  General 
for  his  personnel  policy  (continued  employment  of  freemasons 
in  important  positions  end  non-admittance  to  influential  posi¬ 
tions  of  energetic  personalities)  ns  well  as  for  his  lotter 
of  28  June  1940  to  General  Cetroux  which  Catroux  photostated 
for  his  friends  here  and  in  v/hich  Dccoux  assures  him  of  his 
unconditional  loyalty. 

A  copy  is  also  in  my  possession  though  now  mede  obsolete 
by  the  events.  The  situation  in  Indo -China  is  quiet.  The 
methods  of  administration  are  as  cumbersome  as  before  the  war. 
On  the  whole  the  seme  men  occupy  the  some  positions.  The 
Jr.penosc  occupation  has  brought  about  pooling  of  interests 
of  the  French  end  Annanites,  rkl'.ivljy  festered  by  the  French 
through  sympathetic  handling  of  native  problems  ana  conferring 
the  Legion  of  Ponor  on  numorrx.p  n.’uienitc  officials.  Opposed* 
to  it,  the  Japanese  propaganda,  -he  soui.  of  which  is  the  Japa¬ 
nese  consul  General  M Inode  v'cr? ,  ^  j.e.nor.r  of  tro  Pan-Asiatic 
League,  and  about  which  t>c  IVeroV  arc  ini orned  down  to  the 
smallest  details.,  is  inoffcctix  1  paru.ee  props  sonde  is  spread 
mainly  with  the  argument-  t'm f.  tad  wil.fcc  ra«.-o  has  no  longer  any 
business  in  Indo-Ghina  c  0  we.*  ex pro*  ;•  1/  confirmed  by  u»  through 
the  Tripartite  iJact.  »  o  ra»’  ■  e.\  V. an.ir€  are  an  object  of  cur¬ 
iosity  to  the  Afuirnito*  u  J  -.r.  L'.  k i  ,‘fu  orfion,  /or  aettrotic 
end  racial  reasons.  Heavy  emphatic  l:*  luiz  cn  the  loyal  atti- 
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The  economic  siturtion  is  especially  difficult.  While 
Indo-China  has  lived  up  to  its  obligations  resulting  from  the 
economic  egreement  v/ith  Japan,  the  latter  has  thus  far  shipped 
nothing  to  Indo-Crina,  Owing  to  the  absence  of  all  possi¬ 
bilities  to  import  or  oxport  with  a.  prospect  for  profit,  ex¬ 
cepting  raw  materials  essential  for  war,  a  further  shrinking 
of  economic  activity  is  to  be  cxpoctcd.  The  situation  is 
worsened  by  lack  of  gasoline  and  the  roads  are  completely 
deserted.  Prices  have  risen  considerably©  Expenses  in  Fanoi 
have  doubled  since  1939  with  Saigon  50 %  more  expensive  than 
Fanoi. 

Idential  telegrcms  to  Tokyo  and  Bangkok. 

NEUMANN. 
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Telegram  (Secret  Cipher  Process) 

SAIGON  17  January  1942  1839  hours 

Arrival:  18  January  1942  20.15  hours 

No.  5  of  16  January  1942. 

Re:  Telegram  49  of  15th 

1.)  Since  my  last  report ,  the  situation  within  and 
on  the  borders  of  Indo-Chlna  has  remained  quiet  throughout. 

The  relations  between  the  French  and  the  Japanese 
are  slowly  becoming  less  tense  although  there  still  exist 
many  points  of  friction,  above  all  the  problem  of  the 
Chinese,  and  due  to  further  reaulsitlon  measures  on  the 
part  of  the  Japanese,  who  have  occupied  all  valuable 
technical  and  scientific  institutions,  notably  in  COCHIN- 
CHINA,  or  are  using  them  for  their  own  purposes  (e.g. 
PASTEUR  Institute  in  SAIGON) .  In  the  beginning,  after  the 
Pacific  War  had  broken  out,  the  Japanese  were  still  very 
suspicious  of  the  French;  now  they  acknowledge  the  loyal 
attitude  of  the  French  authorities  and  of  the  French  pop¬ 
ulation  which  has  contributed  to  the  Japanese  successes 
to  a  considerable  extent.  Since  both  parties  seriously 
try  to  avoid  incidents,  a  satisfactory  modus  vivendi 
is  not  impossible  in  the  long  run.  In  French  circles  the 
hope  that  in  the  end  Indo-Chlna  will  be  preserved  as  a 
European  colony  is  again  rising,  being  the  only  European 
possession  in  the  Southeastern  Faclfic  that  is  not  at  war 
with  JAPAN. 

The  importance  of  Indo-China  for  JAPAN'S  war 
effort  cannot  be  over  emphasized.  Events  have  borne  out 
that  the  occupation  of  Indo-Chlna  through  which  the  Anglo 
Saxon  Powers  lost  without  a  fight  their  first  step  against 
the  Japanese  has  made  possible  the  Japanese  successes. 

Thus,  the  Japanese  air  attack  on  the  British  battleships 
near  the  coast  of  KALAYA  was  carried  out  from  the  airbase 
TANSON  NHUT  near  SAIGON.  At  present,  CAI  RANH  is  the 
most  important  operations— and  bohlnd-the-lines-base  of 
the  Japanese  Navy.  The  attacks  on  BORNEO  are  carried  out 
mostly  from  there.  According  to  a  reliable  report  from 
a  resident  in  NIIUATRANG,  of  whose  district  CAIRANH  is  a 
part,  there  were,  at  times,  over  100  transports,  as  well 
as  entire  squadrons  of  the  Japanese  Navy  at  anchor  there. 
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On  1  January  I  myself  observed  in  CAKRANH  2J>  transports, 

2  light  cruisers,  6  destroyers  and  4  submarines.  The 
Governor  General,  now  in  SAIGON  for  several  weeks,  told 
me  that  their  number  has  meanwhile  increased.  The 
Govornor  General  calculates  there  are  now  only  about 
25.000  Japanese  occupation  troops  in  Indo-China,  of 
which  10,000  are  garrisoned  in  the  North  and  the  rest 
in  the  South.  In  the  future,  further  Japanese  troop, 
transports  via  HAINAN  /  HAIPHONG  and  from  there  to  SAIGON 
by  rail  will  probably  have  to  be  reckoned  with,  since  the 
sea-lanes  in  the  South  China  Sea  have  become  insecure 
owing  to  JAPAN’S  Achilles  heel,  the  submarine  peril. 

Enemy  U-boats  have  already  been  sighted  repeatedly  off 
the  Annamite  coast.  Outside  OUINII0N  Bay  a  Japanese  transport 
has  been  torpedoed  according  to  reliable  French  reports. 
Details  concerning  this  are  not  known.  Japanese  losses 
are  denoted  higher  here  than  is  admitted  publicly,  since 
considerable  transports  of  wounded  and  sick  aro  constantly 
passing  SAIGON  by  sea  on  the  way  to  JAPAN. 

2.)  The  Governor  General  voiced  considerable  dis¬ 
pleasure  over  the  Japanese  propaganda  among  Chinese  circles 
here  as  well  as  with  the  Chinese  in  CCCHIN  CHINA  who  had 
gone  over  to  NANKING,  as  reported  by  PCHBI.  He  had 
stricktly  ordered  the  heeds  of  the  Chinese  guilds  to 
abstain  from  all  political  activity.  This  had  been 
observed.  If  the  Chinese  in  Indo-China  now  decide  for 
NANKING,  it  clearly  stems  from  nothing  but  opportunistic 
reasons,  not  from  an  inner  change  of  sentiment*  such 
a  change  is  all  the  less  likely  since  the  members  of  guilds 
wore  forced  to  give  considerable  contributions  to  NANKING. 

Considerable  difficulties  have  also  been  created 
by  the  remaining  of  the  former  Chinese  Consul  in  SAIGON 
who  is  still  in  XOKTUW.  Wheroas  the  Japanese  at  first  did 
not  object  to  the  Consul's  departure  to  China  they  now  ask 
that  he  be  exchanged  for  the  former  Secretary  of  the 
Japanese  Consulate  Genoral  at  HANOI  who  had  been  arrested 
on  Chinese  soil  in  th9  sumrnor  of  1939  near  the  border  of 
IvWANGSI  and  was  later  transferred  to  CHUNGKING  (cf.  my 
roport  from  HANOI  at  tho  timo).  The  relations  between 
FRANCE  and  CKU  OriNG  are  still  the  same  as  heretofore 
despite  changed  conditions  in  the  Pacific.  At  any  rate 
there  are  as  yet  no  indications  from  VICHY  of  the  turn¬ 
about  in  NANKING'S  favor.  In  this  connection  the  Govornor 
General  made  mention  of  information  from  various  sources, 
especially  the  usually  well-informed  Fronch  charge  d  'affaires 
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at  CHUNGKING  to  the  effect  that  CHIANG  FAI  SHEK  was 
seriously  thinking  of  coming  to  terms  with  JAPAN  through 
NANKING  under  the  impact  of  Anglo-Saxon  defects  in  the 
Pacific,  despite  the  WASKINGON  New  Year's  Pact.  The 
porsistent  rumors  apparently  emanating  from  Japanese 
circles  here  (Ambassador  YCSI  ISA  . 'A),  that  the  government 
of  the  Netherlands  East  Indies  is  likewise  ready  to  leave 
the  Allies  in  order  to  conclude  a  defensive  pact  with 
JAFAN  on  the  Indochinese  pattern,  seem  to  have  been  made 
obsolete  by  events. 
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